History 497—Topical Readings—Summer 2007
WEEK I

1).  7/3

Stone, Intro.

M&M, The Uniqueness and Universality of the Holocaust 

--Is the Holocaust unique or is it just one of many historical events?

--Can it be explained using the tools available to historians and other scholars, or, does its horror and unprecedented nature make it “impossible” to understand?

2). 7/5

Stone, 9-23,--Heilbronner, German or Nazi anti-Semitism?

--Was the Nazi regime, and therefore the Holocaust, a specific outcome of German history?

--What was/is the Sonderweg theory?

M&M, 40-62, Mosse and Fackenheim, Harbingers of the Holocaust

--The Intellectual and Spiritual Roots of National Socialism

--
WEEK II

3). 7/10

Stone, 24-64—Hiker and the 3rd Reich, Expropriation and Expulsion

--The role of Hitler and his Weltanschauung (Ideology)
--The role of economic aggrandizement in relation to anti-Semitic measures and Aryanization

M&M 62-82
--Botwinik , The Nazi Rise to Power

--Klaus P. Fischer, German Anti-Semitism, especially in the Weimar Period

Main Questions—

1). What role did anti-Semitism play in both Hitler’s world-view, as well as, Nazi ideology?

2). What role did economic gain play for Germans?

4). 7/12

Stone, 65-119—Nazi Ghettoization Policy in Poland, 1939-1941, War Occupation and the Holocaust in Poland

Main Questions: 

1). What was the Nature of Nazi policy towards the Jews of Poland from 1939-41? 

2). Did it necessarily predetermine the events following 1941?

Week 3

5). 7/17
“Fateful Months”: The Invasion of the Soviet Union and Mass Killing, Summer/Fall 1941-January 1942. 

Reading: DVP 239-284, 
Stone 173-196—Browning—The Decision-Making Process 
M&M 86-97—Bartov—Operation Barbarossa
1). Both Essays deal with questions of how Nazi policy changed, before and during the initial months of Operation Barbarossa.

2). 
6). 7/19
The Final Solution, 1942-1943. 

Reading: DVP 285-315
Stone 533-555—Holocaust and Genocide
Arendt ALL.
Week 4

7). 7/24
The Final Solution, 1944-1945. 

Reading: DVP 365-374
Stone 216-252, 383-396—Topography of Genocide and The fate of Romani

Arendt ALL.
8). 7/26
The Perpetrators and Institutions of the Holocaust. 
Reading: N&N 83-96,
Stone 120-172, 197-252
Arendt ALL.
Week 5

9). 7/31
The Victims of the Holocaust. Review of Arendt due.

Reading: N&N 97-108,
Stone 364-396
M&M 193-253, 363-385.
10). 8/2
Bystanders, Resistance and Rescue. 

Reading: DVP 316-355, N&N 109-128
Stone 253-363
M&M, 254-362
Week 6

11). 8/7
 Memory and Memorialization
Stone, 487-531
M&M 410-447.
12). 8/9
Epilogue: The Holocaust, 1945-2007. Course Evaluations
Reading: DVP 375-386, N&N 129-138
Stone 420-486, 533-555
M&M 503-560.
